EEF – Talking points for candidate visits
Why does manufacturing matter? 
· It’s 14% of our economy, 2.5 million jobs and 50% of our exports. 

· Manufacturers make real things. They make the medicines that save lives, the food on our tables and the kit our troops need. 
· By making the things we use, it can help us pay our way in the world. 
Why is it different? 

· Manufacturers are competitive because they invest.  
They invest in their people and modern machinery. These investments tie up working capital and require planning and upfront funding. 
· Manufacturers are competitive because they provide value. 
UK manufacturers don’t compete on price or cost. They are successful because they are customer focused. They make high-quality, innovative goods and services to customers when they need it. 
· Manufacturing is coming back to the UK. 

Shorter lead times and superior quality is making UK manufacturing more competitive than ever. One in seven companies has brought activity back.

· Production and R&D are linked. 

The focus on speed and quality means production and R&D activity are inextricably linked. If the production goes abroad, the R&D will eventually follow.

How can the next government support manufacturing? 
It can think and act differently
· Where are we headed as an economy?  
No business can compete unless it has credible, forward-looking business plan. What’s the next government’s business plan for the UK economy? 

· Learn from the private sector. 
Manufacturers made some tough decisions during the recession, cutting back on investment and staff. What tough choices will the next government make?
It can help manufacturers grow
· Manufacturers need skilled workers.  
Resources for science, technology, engineering and maths subjects should be prioritised and the skills landscape must be simplified to deliver a demand-led, sector-specific approach.

· Provide a competitive, predictable tax system. 
Manufacturers have seen too many changes to the tax system over a short period of time. They need predictability from the tax regime to invest for the long-run. And we need to ensure that productive businesses – such as manufacturers – don’t bear the brunt of tax rises if our economy is to remain competitive. 

· Support real businesses. 
The next government should prioritise funding on programmes that deliver the greatest benefits, including export support and lean improvements through the Manufacturing Advisory Service.
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